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Reviews and More: 
The following book review is by 

Fellowship in Ideas recipient Ned 

Boulberhane. (Find references online at 

http://www.hmu.edu/hmu-blog/)  

   

The Constitution: A Heavenly Banner  

by Ezra Taft Benson 

 

  Someone once asked me why I 

read books from writers whom I don’t 

seem to like very much. The response 

was simple. If one only finds ideas that 

they agree with on a wholehearted level, 

they will end up only seeing what they 

want to see. Sometimes it is good to be 

challenged, even if it is not always in our 

comfort zone. That is what brings us to 

the discussion of The Constitution: A 

Heavenly Banner. 

Ezra Taft Benson served as the 

Secretary of Agriculture under President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, but perhaps his 

legacy is more rooted in his work as 

President of the Mormon Church (Dew 

1987). In this work, which was an oral 

presentation transcribed into book form, 

Benson attempts to make the case that 

the United States Constitution is a 

document that is the epitome of human 

freedom, as well as also having divine 

origins. 

(continued on page 2) 

   
Harrison Middleton University constantly works to 

improve student experience. Much time is spent 

reviewing new materials and attending conferences. 

This newsletter touches on a couple of recent changes, 

discussed on Page 4. Also, we are looking forward to 

the HMU Student/Alumni Community Weekend this 

fall. Please join us! Find Save the Date information on 

the last page.  

Today’s Student Corner lists a number of excellent 

graduates and student news. Congratulations to all of 

our recent graduates. In addition, Harrison Middleton 

University is pleased to welcome our three new 

fellows for our 2019 Fellowship in Ideas: Ned 

Boulberhane, Laken Brooks, and Jennifer Taylor. 

Today’s newsletter highlights Ned’s book review, and 

we are excited for more conversations with them 

throughout the year. Continue to watch our blog for 

more from our Fellows in Ideas. 

We love to hear from our students, so it was a great 

pleasure to receive a personal note from graduate 

student Minette Bryant who sent us a picture of her cat, 

whose image made the last page. We know the time 

and dedication that each student puts into their work 

and we are extremely grateful for such a creative and 

hard-working community. Please, keep the notes 

coming! Also, you can find the occasional pet and 

other insightful posts 

on our Facebook page.  

We welcome the spring 

flowers and summer 

sun. Enjoy them with a 

book! 

Thanks!  Alissa
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Reviews (continued): 

Perhaps there is something poetic about how Benson introduces the subject, saying that sharing 

ideas through freedom is the work of God, and using coercion to force ideas onto people is the work of 

Satan (Benson 1986), yet that stands as only a poetic statement. Perhaps, what is more fascinating is when 

Benson discusses the relationship among freedom, governments, and the citizens of a nation. There is a 

bold statement that the people are superior to the government (of the United States). 

To retort, in the United States, the government is not comprised of monarchs or theocrats, it 

consists of representatives of the people. Every member of the United States government is also a citizen 

or resident of the country. In short, the people are not superior to the government of the U.S.A. They are 

the government. As the monologue-style presentation continues, Benson states that the Constitution is a 

Heavenly Banner, for the Lord has approved the Constitution, and it is a document that emboldens 

freedom, which is the way of God. However, this fails to identify Article VI of the United States 

Constitution, which states that no one must pass a religious test to hold public office (Story 1874), not to 

mention a Bill of Rights, which also includes freedom of religion. 

There is an important distinction that needs to be made regarding the meaning of these words. 

Freedom of religion applies not only to those who follow the pathways that Ezra Taft Benson is describing. 

It also applies to any other spiritual practice that is law-abiding and even to those who choose to refrain 

from spiritual or religious practices altogether (Cooley 1871). Therefore, to say that the Lord approved the 

Constitution is a statement that can stand as only a metaphor or figurative piece. It is the same Article VI 

and First Amendment that allow someone such as Ezra Taft Benson to hold the position of Secretary of 

Agriculture, for there are those who question whether or not members of the Mormon Church should be 

members of the government at all. Moreover, these are not relics of the Eisenhower administration. The 

same challenges were put forth during the presidential campaigns of Mitt Romney and Jon Huntsman in 

2011 (Tarpley 2012), and once again the First Amendment and Article VI triumphed over all. 

Not to provide a complete sense of disagreement, Benson makes a compelling case for small 

government, arguing that the United States limits government functions to avoid tyranny. This is an 

interpretation that holds a lot of supporters, for whether it is checks and balances or even allowing people 

to believe and practice the spirituality of their choosing (or lack thereof) they are protected. The 

government cannot force a spiritual belief system on the citizens. Benson’s argument expands into a rather 

unique stance at this point, where he makes the claim that we cannot expect a higher level of morality 

from our elected officials. 

While Benson makes some strong claims about the origins of the Constitution and who approved 

of it, there is some agreement here, for if our politicians are not monarchs or theocrats, we must recognize 

them as ordinary human beings and citizens. A person is a person. Therefore, we must approach our 

elected leaders as representatives of the people, but also use the laws of the land to monitor the actions of 

our elected few, so our nation does not turn into a domain dominated by tyrants. Sometimes we turn to 

writers and thinkers that we expect to disagree with, and we find that there are times when we have 

found the unexpected point of agreement. The world is wide.  
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Student Corner 
   

~ Congratulations to Dr. Thomas Wells, who successfully completed the Doctor of Arts program at 

Harrison Middleton University. Dr. Wells submitted the following Capstone in partial fulfillment of 

the requirements of his degree: "Emotional Entropy: Appraisal and Survival." His paper was also 

recently published with the Journal of Humanities and Cultural Studies R&D. Find the full paper on 

their website: https://www.jsrd-humanities.com/volume-4. 

 

~ Congratulations to Dr. Rodney Reider, who successfully completed the Doctor of Arts program at 

Harrison Middleton University. Dr. Reider submitted the following Capstone in partial fulfillment of 

the requirements of his degree: “The Great Ideas of Western Civilization: Leadership as explored 

through the Writings of Thucydides, Tocqueville and Tacitus in addressing the Healthcare Issues of 

Today.” 

 

~ Congratulations to Dr. Charlotte Uzzel, who successfully completed the Doctor of Arts program at 

Harrison Middleton University. For her applied project in partial fulfillment of her Doctor of Arts 

degree requirement, Dr. Uzzel created two undergraduate humanities courses. The title of her project 

is, “New Testament Survey and Introduction to Philosophy: Two proposed undergraduate 

humanities courses for Tulsa Community College.” 

 

~ Congratulations to Jason Luerssen, who successfully completed the Bachelor of Arts program at 

Harrison Middleton University. In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Bachelor of Arts, 

Jason submitted a Capstone titled, “The Two Party System: An Examination into the Voluntary Limit 

on Choice.” 

 

~ Congratulations to graduates Dr. Ellin Iselin, Dr. Rodney Reider, and Jason Luerssen on their 

induction into the Delta Epsilon Tau Honor Society, the premier national honor society for America’s 

accredited distance learning institutions. The Society encourages and recognizes superior student 

achievement, character, and leadership. 

 

~ Dr. Ellin Marie Demaree Iselin was honored as an Outstanding Graduate at the Distance 

Education Accrediting Commission's 93rd Annual Conference in Miami, Florida.  

  
 

HMU: Dialogues 
Harrison Middleton University 5/13/2019 Volume 6, Edition 1 

  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.jsrd-humanities.com%2fvolume-4&c=E,1,jH72CtNDJMbkvGL0NQGPB-yCFIbO-TDh6GZbK-zDf6FYJu_JC7PDODJbg7A63oI8joyjI37oCXAlPlAhLgEAtMUgJyjRzgmNe1zCuihzYrAv-KA8cCC6t25ddA,,&typo=1


 www.hmu.edu 
Page 4 

 

  

“Harrison Middleton University is a model educational institution for the 21st century. While students 

learn independently from a distance, the administration, faculty and staff are always close and ready to 

offer support.”~ Dr. Ellin Iselin 

 

 

More Options for Studying the Classics:  
 

In its ongoing effort to provide students with an exemplary education, HMU has extended its core 

curriculum, adding research tools and modern classics that offer students a wider range of possibilities for 

designing their programs of study. 

An exciting addition is Oxford Very Short Introductions, a research series published by Oxford University 

Press, which is indispensable for identifying authors, primary source material, and additional ideas for 

inquiry, particularly when recent developments in a specific subject area, technical expressions of a classic 

idea or theme, and contemporary ideas and issues are important to the student’s program of study. Each 

small volume identifies the central figures of a given field and contains suggestions for further reading. 

Oxford Very Short Introductions (with more than 600 titles in print) offers straightforward and concise 

overviews in a wide range of subjects, from Art History to Architecture, The Aztecs to The Computer, 

Buddhism to Atheism, The Crusades to Protestantism, Cryptography to Kabbalah, Dada and Surrealism to Chaos, 

Dante to The Beats, Empire to Gandhi, The Enlightenment to The Founding Fathers, Evolution to Global Warming, 

The French Revolution to The European Union, The Industrial Revolution to Science Fiction, Logic to Game Theory, 

Molecules to Particle Physics, Music to Mathematics, Nuclear Weapons to The Cold War, Photography to 

Documentary Film, The Plague to Medical Ethics, Presocratic Philosophy to Politics, The Reformation to 

Puritanism, Relativity to Cognitive Neuroscience, Rhetoric to Diplomacy, Romanticism to The Blues, and more. 

Other additions that students can use to extend their range of study include Oxford World’s Classics, The 

Oxford Book of Modern Science Writing, Penguin Modern Library Classics, Penguin Nonfiction Classics, the 

Norton Anthology of World Literature (4th edition), the Norton Anthology of English Literature (10th edition), 

and the Norton Anthology of American Literature (9th edition). 

Also, in the interest of accuracy and in keeping with recent developments in education, the term “inquiry-

based discussion” has taken the place of “shared inquiry” in descriptions and explanations of HMU’s 

pedagogy. The method remains exactly the same, but “inquiry-based discussion” describes what we do 

without ambiguity.  

Finally, to extend the range of topics that students may use when designing programs of study, HMU has 

included additional ideas for inquiry in the 2019 Course Catalog. This growing list, drawn from 

established fields of study and cross-referenced with resources and research tools from Oxford University 

Press, is an exciting development for HMU students. 
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Meet an Outstanding Graduate: 
 

Ellin Iselin, Professor of Humanities, teaches at Florida State College in Jacksonville. Ellin decided to 

pursue a doctoral degree and learned about Harrison Middleton University through an Internet search. 

HMU’s Doctor of Arts program was an ideal fit providing pedagogical and andragogical practice as well 

as discipline-specific research. 

 

Dr. Iselin graduated with a Master of 

Arts in Philosophy and Religion and a 

Doctor of Arts. She completed extensive 

readings, conversations, and coursework 

that explored the development of themes 

related to immortality and the soul 

through the Great Books and inquiry-

based discussion traditions. With a 

background in theater and 

communication, Ellin chose a Capstone 

Project that could combine her career 

experience and areas of personal interest 

with the study of philosophy---thus the 

movie Soul in the Machine was created. 

 

The rigorous Harrison Middleton University program helped her hone her critical thinking and writing 

skills.  Dr. Iselin expects to use her creative work, produced with the guidance of Harrison Middleton 

University’s Doctor of Arts program, in classroom lectures, integrating classical, traditional, and 

contemporary educational conversational resources in order to enhance student learning and her own 

effectiveness as an educator. Additionally she anticipates submitting The Soul in the Machine to film 

festivals around the world.  

 

 

HMU Fellowship in Ideas 
Congratulations to the 2019 HMU Fellowship in Ideas recipients: Ned Boulberhane, Laken Brooks, and 

Jennifer Taylor. The HMU Fellowship in Ideas is a writing and discussion project in the humanities 

designed for a recent university graduate from any field who has an interest in the humanities, 

interdisciplinary dialogue, and intellectual and professional enrichment.  
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Faculty Highlights: 
 

~ Michael Curd was appointed to the Distance Education Accrediting Commission’s Board of Directors 

for a term of February 1, 2019 through March 31, 2021. He also attended the Society of International 

Business Fellows Washington Briefing in May. 

~ Michael Curd and Lauren Guthrie attended the Distance Education Accrediting Commission's 93rd 

Annual Conference from April 7-9, 2019 in Miami, Florida.  

~ Deborah Deacon attended the New England Great Books Council's Spring Retreat April 5-7 exploring 

"The Great War in Prose and Poetry." She also presented a paper titled “In Country: Depictions of Military 

Women in Vietnam War Films” at the Southwest Popular/American Culture Association Conference in 

February. At that same conference she participated in the Professional Development Panel: McFarland New 

Authors Forum and the War and Culture Roundtable: War and Religion: Holy War or Wholly War? 

~ Alissa Simon presented “The Philosophy of Poetics: An Investigation into the Poetics of Virginie Lalucq 

Combined with the Philosophy of Jean-Luc Nancy” at the Southwest Popular/American Culture 

Association Conference in February. She also presented “Three Poems” for the Creative Writing Panel. 

~ Joe Coulson, Gary Schoepfel, Rebecca Fisher, Alissa Simon, and Marcus Conley attended Great Books 

Chicago on May 3-5, 2019. They were joined by the Harrison Middleton University Fellows in Ideas: Ned 

Boulberhane, Laken Brooks, and Jennifer Taylor. 
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Lauren Guthrie (left) and Michael 

Curd (right) from HMU 

congratulate student Ellin Iselin on 

her DEAC award for Outstanding 

Graduate. She is joined by her 

father, Fritz Iselin. 

Deborah Deacon prepares for her 

presentation at the Southwest 

Popular/American Culture 

Association in February. 
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Harrison Middleton University July Quarterly Discussion: 
The next Quarterly Discussion will take place in July 2019. We will focus on a selection from Henri 

Bergson’s The Creative Mind. We have space available in either an afternoon discussion on Thursday, July 

11 or a morning discussion on Saturday, July 13. Visit hmu.edu for dates and times, or e-mail 

asimon@hmu.edu for more information and to reserve your spot.  

 

Looking for a discussion?  
There are excellent opportunities to discuss books all across the continent. Email us to find one near you! 

Here are a couple of upcoming events that might interest book lovers:  

~ The Northwest Great Books Council is hosting their annual event at Seattle Pacific University on June 29 

and 30. https://nwgreatbooks.com/event/60th-annual-northwest-great-books-weekend-event  

~ Long Novel weekend, hosted by the Great Books Council of San Francisco will focus on The Brothers 

Karamazov July 27-28. They also host a wine country retreat and poetry weekend in the fall. Visit 

http://greatbooks-sf.com for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Alissa Simon (center) is joined by two 2019 

HMU Fellows in Ideas: Laken Brooks (left) and 

Jennifer Taylor (right).  

 

Right: A photo opportunity with some friends at 

Great Books Chicago. Standing (left to right): Jim 

Keller, Ben Peterson, Gary Schoepfel, and Marcus 

Conley. Kneeling (left to right): Rebecca Fisher, 

Alissa Simon, and Jennifer Taylor. 

 

HMU: Dialogues 
Harrison Middleton University 5/13/2019 Volume 6, Edition 1 

 

https://nwgreatbooks.com/event/60th-annual-northwest-great-books-weekend-event/
http://greatbooks-sf.com/


 www.hmu.edu 
Page 8 

 

  

Save the Date! 
   

HMU Student/Alumni Community Weekend 

November 8-10, 2019 

   
Please join us for a beautiful, fall weekend in Tempe, AZ and the opportunity to meet fellow HMU 

students, alumni, faculty, and staff. The weekend schedule, which will begin with a Friday evening 

reception, includes presentations and discussions, as well as optional organized outings to some of 

the special places AZ has to offer.  More details and a schedule of events will be distributed in late 

summer. 

Please RSVP to information@hmu.edu if you plan to attend. 

 

Harrison Middleton University is a great ideas, great works, great conversations, distance learning university 

that offers graduate education in the humanities with concentrations in imaginative literature, natural science, 

philosophy and religion, and social science. Harrison Middleton University promotes student-faculty 

scholarship through research, discussion, and the development of collaborative publications. 
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Parting Shots:  
HMU graduate student Minette Bryant 

recently shared a photo of her cat, Graceland, 

who clearly dislikes the way that study 

interferes with play. Find Graceland on 

HMU’s Facebook page and feel free to add a 

photo of your pet’s study habits. 
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